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(Above and below) The Front
Electric Sustainer system: an
electric motor with foldable
propeller can be started at a low
altitude (photos courtesy of Baltic

Sailplanes)
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owner of a LAK 17A, like mine.
The development has been
reported on before in S&G (June/
July 10, Aero 2010, p13), but I first
heard of it before that from the
UK LAK agents, Baltic Sailplanes
Ltd. I expressed an interest in
having my glider converted as
soon as this was possible.

The reasons
Everyone has their own reason
for deciding whether to have a
self launcher, a self sustainer,
or a pure glider. In my case, the
choice of a LAK 17A in 2005
meant either a pure glider, one pre-equipped
for a turbo engine to be added later, or to
go for the turbo at the outset. I went for
the middle road, pre-equipping, because 1
reckoned I would get a lot of road retrieves
for the price of an engine, but it might be
easier to sell the glider later if a turbo was an
easy retrofit option for a second owner.
While I might have afforded the extra cost
of the turbo (about £10,000 or more at the
time), which I was “saving” by not buying a
West German glider, I also didn’t want all the
hassle that I thought went with the internal
combustion engine/pylon arrangement.
Since then, however, [ have felt
increasingly inhibited from doing cross-
country flights when the crops are too high,
and fields in East Anglia suitable for landing

reasonable assurance that it won’t result in
an outlanding.

(For what it’s worth, I was in a minority of
one for years on the Enterprise Comumittee in
thinking that gliders with engines should be
scored separately. I thought they had a very
considerable advantage over pure gliders in
Enterprise-type pilot-selected tasks.)

I have also found rigging and derigging
increasingly difficult, partly just through age,
and partly with the onset of some medical
problems. Walking across a farmer’s field, or
latterly anywhere, has now become difficult
for me, and I'm heavily dependent on other
people to do all the lifting and carrying.
Until this year, I could rig and derig on level
ground on my own, using one-man rigging
aids. Now, I can't even do that. With the
front engine sustainer (FES), I will normallv
only have to rig/derig where I have friends
easily available for a few minutes,

The performance of the latest
development is either a climb rate of over
3.5kts for about 1,500m (4,921ft) climb, oz
level cruise for an hour. I think the latter will
get me home from almost all cross-countries.
And if not home, to a friendly gliding club
where at least the logistics of a retrieve can be
more easily sorted out.

The FES would appear to cover all my needs,
and leave few reservations except the cost.

The decision
So, I decided to spend some of the kids’






